Sample Level 4 Storyboard Shot Justification

Focus: SYMBOLISM, not camera angle knowledge

Shot Three – Rising Action – Introduction of Mr. Niemand to Harry


In this scene, we find Mr. Niemand being introduced to innocent Harry.  Harry enthusiastically shakes Mr. Niemand’s hand, showing his absolute trust in all people.  This shot is over-the-shoulder, keeping Mr. Niemand’s face hidden.  This [will] have the audience on edge.  They will realize that Niemand is hiding something [as the over-the-shoulder communicates this symbolically].  

Niemand’s dark clothing contrasts drastically with Harry’s bright[ly coloured clothing.]  This reflects the differences between the two characters.  Harry is an optimistic little boy.  He is also the light of Doctor Graham’s life, which the light colours communicate.   Mr. Niemand is a dark, ominous figure that intends him harm [which the colouring symbolically communicates.].  


I used a medium shot because the focus is supposed to be on Mr. Niemand and Harry.  Their setting is irrelevant at this point.  It is also a high-angled shot to [communicate] that fate is working against these characters.  Mr. Niemand claims to like Harry, yet he feels it’s his duty to give him the weapon.  As for Harry, he is too innocent to really understand what is going on, and may lose everything in the end.


[The camera] is slanted slightly right.  Because Mr. Niemand is on the right, he will appear larger.  This symbolically communicates that he has more power than Harry.  Harry is the victim, thus weak and thus in the left position.  


Finally, colours are used symbolically in this scene.  The background is light to symbolically communicate that the characters are the focus of this scene, not their setting.    
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