
 
End of Semester Exam and Evaluation Days - Expectations & Schedule 
JANUARY 2026 - STUDENT HANDOUT 

 
There is an expectation that students complete all parts of a course’s final evaluation.  
 
Please do not plan events which require your student to 
be absent from school on these days or on the days 
directly following the evaluation period. Students who do 
not complete their final 30% (in its various forms) do not 
take advantage of the opportunity to provide recent 
evidence to demonstrate their learning and growth and to 
confirm their consistent level of performance and grasp of 
overall expectations which is used when determining their 
final grade.  

 
If a student does not provide some significant 
evidence in the form of a final evaluation (e.g. 
assignment, lab, presentation, performance task, etc.), 
it may result in the student attaining a reduced grade 
and/or failure based on the overall evidence as 
reflected in the term work and final evaluation 
components. 

 

Study Week 
Dates: starting Jan 16 

Exam Preparation Period 
Dates: Jan 16-22 

Exam & Assessment Week 
Dates: Jan 23-30 

The following will be 
paused to provide 
students with an 
opportunity to focus on 
completing final 
evaluations: 
●​field trips 
●​WCSSAA practices or 

games 
●​school events and 

activities 

●​Students are expected to 
continue completing 
homework and reviewing 
exercises to prepare for any 
formal exams. 

  
●​ In addition to final exams, 

intensive assessment and 
evaluation will happen during 
the weeks before the exam 
period for those courses 
without exams posted in the 
table below. 

●​No assessment of new 
learning will occur during this 
time. 

●​Students who do not have an exam may study and work from 
home.  

●​The Library will be available for silent individual study.  The 
cafeteria will be available during regular school hours for 
those who wish to talk or study in groups. 

●​ACE class students will attend school and follow their 
regular schedule 

Courses with Final Exams 
Exam Start Time: 8:10 am  (see schedule) 

Courses Without Final Exams 
●​All students must be available to attend school on exam and 

evaluation days to complete assessment tasks, as requested by 
their teacher.   

●​Students who are not required to complete evaluation tasks on 
these days can work at home; however, supervised study 
spaces will be available at school. 

 

Information about Final Evaluations 

Schedule Attendance Grading (70/30) Evaluation Completion 

Final evaluations occur 
during regular class time 
OR may be scheduled 
during the exam days at 
the end of the semester (or 
a combination of both). 

Absences from any final 
evaluation must be validated 
by a parent or guardian. 
Regular class attendance and 
attention to school work are 
especially important during the 
final month of the semester.   
Failure to successfully complete 
final evaluations will affect a 
student’s final grade and may 
result in a failure to earn the credit. 

While 70% of a student’s 
grade is based on work 
completed during the term, 
30% of a student’s grade in 
every course is based on 
final evaluations 
administered at or towards 
the end of the course 
(Growing Success, 2010).   

Students: 
●​may be required to complete 

one task or project, or they 
may be required to complete 
multiple components as part 
of the final evaluation for a 
course.   

●​will be required to complete 
all components of the final 
evaluation.   

 
 

School Closure or Bus Cancellation 
●​ School buses run on their regular schedule during these days. 
●​ If an exam and evaluation day is cancelled because of unforeseen circumstances (e.g. inclement weather, school closure), those 

assessments will be written on the next school day, and all other assessments will be pushed back one school day.   
●​ Inclement weather and school closures can happen anytime, including during exams. We want students and families to know what to 

expect if the weather or school closure disrupts the exam schedule. 
●​ If ANY WRDSB Secondary School is closed or school transportation is cancelled due to inclement weather, ALL high school exams will 

move forward by one day. 

 
 
 

Key Dates   
Thursday, January 29, 2026: PD Day 
Friday, February 2, 2026:   First Day of Semester 2 classes  
Week of February 9, 2026:  Semester 1 Final Report Cards will be distributed.  
 

For example, an exam scheduled for Monday, January 26, will occur on Tuesday, January 27, and all subsequent exams will move forward one day.   

https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growsuccess.pdf


 
Exam and Evaluation Week Schedule 

SEMESTER 1 
Week 1 Schedule 

FRIDAY 
JANUARY 23 

TUESDAY 
JANUARY 27 

WEDNESDAY 
JANUARY 28 

FRIDAY 
JANUARY 30 

Periods 1&2 
8:10- 10:45 

 
Block A 

Evaluation and/or Credit Rescue 
 

 Block B 
Evaluation and/or Credit Rescue 

Block C 
Evaluation and/or Credit Rescue 

Block D 
Evaluation and/or Credit Rescue 

Period 3 11:45-1:00 Students work with teachers (ask questions, complete work, engage in credit rescue) in any of their classes in published teacher locations. 

Period 4 1:05-2:20 
Students work in supervised locations (school-designated). 

 

 

      

    


